ROBERT CHARLES STEPHENSON HANCOCK

WORLD WAR 2 LIFE AND EXPERIENCES AS SEEN THROUGH HIS
'HANDWRITING SAMPLE presented at tho BIG meeting, 20° February 2010

TOLD BY HIS DAUGHTER, PAT JACKSON (noe HANCOCK)

- gty THS s e str o bt one man's e and tmes out of housands
ﬁ = cfyoung R, i st and ey a8 s vt
ek eniured oy many:

Robert Yourgm in ther thousands,
RAF 7 Squsdron verseas. They volunteered and served without queston - in many.
13 October 1913 1y 1505) Caces losing i s o defon e prncles st ik,

becaus: e
Joumey. gaing  much do
W i et e ol

rave and honourable man I never properly knew. Like so many,
e hardiy spoke of his war time experiences, but which, Im quite
sure, left him far from unmarked.

This jourey has taken me to:
. ook from
. ‘glean documents from the National Archives at Kew;
. read books witen by those who went through similar experiences;
. e teme for ot and prcographs
s arosu, Vo met and coresponded with, v th nerne. chien and gandehiren of olher RAF

iven e advice and further Insights. | visited Poland just four weeks ago and Wil next be visting
o i my father would have known wel.

Above all e been prvieged tomest soveralof hs courageous comrades, members of the RAFs
eighties. . Who were there with him and
Crperionced simlar deprivations 8 prisoncrs of war

st scane, my Dad waste o ol sn,wih v

Nichso - e ihost ader o bravry undor . Bot i fight ar

the Ay, with a lump sum and a small pension. Hence my Dad
brough joung boy ina but

highly decorated, war veteran for a father, who had previously been
a proud regular i the 11th Hussars,
Dads father set up a tax business vith his lump sum, but t falled
e s oufof ok n the tueiies and s, vhen Dad
was a young school boy. His mother was a strong ar =3
el e e e R U
meat.

iy aheris on s g aged bout o o e, ooking

ound was perhaps poor, but they fedly
Pridgre i i e e
Dad was an assiduous and dutfl scholar.
‘When he was 16 years old, Dad left home to join the RAF on an -
rd Trenchard. Trenchard’s
Brats'. He enrolled in the Electrcal and Wireless School (21st enty) at RAF Cranwell in 1830.
fr o graduaed 1 1833, when e was 20 years o e vas psted s  Radar Opraorvilh e RAF in
el o e o as G ot




Here is one of Dad's letters home from Cranwel, writen on RAF
headed notepaper, on the eve of his 17th birthday, 14 Octaber 1930.

The tense and narrow writing, with a strong right slant and extended
upper and lower zones, show his serious nature and wish fo stay in

rtodo tings roery. In spte of he xtanced uppor

= thewiin s good dvstaling an shows row
15 ho was, even a hat ourg age, Th narow rght margi
indcates it o5 ean [ get ut e vmﬂdsndfake his ife
fomward into new exparences and chaler
a2 be vt osled o Paesia o Yo ake 1430
Hiter ha s o powe n Eur ond ot Warof e
20 cony s ke (i et yor Bhoving Germany
R i i
Yorkshire had its charms for Dad and he soon met and married my
mother, a solicitor's secretary and a local famer's daughter, who
taught him to dancs
Dacwas now a Sergeant and  qusifed Observer Navigatr a ey
aircrow member. In the yea
jaged on regular flying operations
ropaganc lafets andses engeged on statgic omping raids
{ovarious key German miltary nstallaions.
September 1930
1 was bor two years later in 1941, the eldest of three children, on
my grandparents' Yorkshire farm.
My father was based at RAF Leaming in North Yorkshire and | was
a thiving young baby. Here is a happy leter he wrote home o his
father at that tme:
Zoyland, Somerset

This ltter was written o his father, 1041/ 42
whenhe  was aged about 28

i #
4
e o et has acomo moromatre nds more
STk spaced . Ho was taking oot of e o an
= harha waumdmdn T/e!m\s/onqh”ewdsul
iain ks show it o s sy
et s it s o
ook goor
o e

n Gorman gt ver Frsand
nori Holan, Itwas then ratoming ho

Encanc afor a bombing it on Wihelmshaven
por, on the north German coast




e crpled bomber,outof ool having st ial pat o s port ving, plnged doun o a vertca e
at11,000
The aicrew 1 the ki e plc, o it rada
all
e Latle eve

Tmmetised o Gerai doc vl hen
The reer gurner (see i gunsatan angle by th al )
was el fom hose e fotof the
o e T

may have been vounded, or even worse.
e ghtand ffient German ight ighers usualy came i (ot atack o th ea, st piing of 1 rear
gunner vho may otherwise get them fist. The lfe expectancy of rear gunners was very short, and they.
Knew it

is parachute
Qor\m\cus\y e e e BRI

iy Hodcaniet1o e fozen snows o s, nthHotnd, i the lghtofte lames rov up fom
e e bt e ke
e 1 o e

cape
o ey tying ot ctcty oo o h faring Whiley an fstening out o th as o il fom
his comrades - but there were none.

This 2 member o ~ the humble sik
that saved his Ife

Here is an artst’s impression taken from Dad's Prisoner of War

log book of what happened on the night of 27/28 February 1942,

eniitiod THE START OF IT ALL

1 recognise the handuiting as his, as I'm sure you wil 100 from

the samples to come. More samples of Dad's handwiiting wil

be taken from his log book later in this sory.

Something about POW log books before we continue the
story

27 Foany, 1042,
‘These litie 100+ page log books were provided to prisoners of Sopm
TheWhitechnges

[
and bobs sch 8w bserved caroons - and craingssuch
AT S a8 e s ol over.
morale boosters too. In compiln and in later e-readin
ek munings and redooking ot lheu Ehelograph of famiy img
and again, they were able t leave the confines of the prison in
Thok inc's eye anci o pass mway the andiess hour of

m,

I not sure whether o not Dad rew this picture, as there was a
foaityclure o rison canpe heroy ottt merts ware I deand e e i g
book entries, for cigarettes, the absence of
currency.

At conrades woul do drawings t rder, of el epicate e same rawng s hl pary s’ and
50 earm theif cigareties - either to smoke themselves or to food or other luxuries ~ even, perhaps,
bribe a guard for vitalelectrical o radio equipment. e e

As the picture has been pasted In, perhaps it was drawn by someon other than my father. That said, its
ot signed, so perhaps my father drew It aftr all?

Compared wih e preiousprcograph o te Wiy, s awing s surpsinglysccurte, considerg
would probably have been drawn ffom memory or lse descripton. You can see the small igur
T e e e e e aR Ermas horit i
minute i ts high-velocity descen.




fourcrew memrs wholost
theirIves, ‘Cany onl 'm jammed,
atthe foot of the page.

I found tis drawing extraorcinarly moving when | first saw it was the first clue | had as to what had

[ S E g e e e hought ofthse youngves ket - e cars knwedge ey
i going o i, as i my favr, 2 hey plmmeted doun a ncreasing peed. The horor of Sgt
ol st generous i coursoLe wh

o idea as other than the fact he
e P A eiaion o o s o et apiod e Impieonc B my
recent inteme research has supplied the answers.

So what DID happen next ?

B

frozen Dutch
Onthelftis e encagng
young German pilt, Hein
vk, proudy S

 had just Kiled four

s oelendvng P

Soonto be decortedwith re
ed, Helnz el vas b T b L e bk

S ightme vicor

“The radio !e\eglaphsr Karl Schrode, sting on

the right, was Kiled in acton just over a year

later n 1843, Like Dad, they were young men

doing their duty, serving thelr country as they

Saw it and obeying orders. Dantumadeel Prostestant Churchy:

s s oloow vt e s e
et s s G aifar
inthe mmy Dantumadee! Prots 2 b
Churchyard nearby, with a ermanp : 4 e s Pev, oot 2 o o ke
.05 o e e e G on > [REABS

Harh syt o
Buttwas tobe at st anoter thres weeks [l it s

‘before their \uved ones at home were informed = -~ gome forever whcu we wo fonger rewsm
of this sad ne - y Bram Vemauden)

Lkeise my mothr wasnimbo for several

eks i L was anhounced by (e Gerran

repeganest roadeaster, Lod Haw Haw, at he was aiveand capured ssa priscne of var:

Local Duteh farmers, who had been alerted by the noise of the crash and who had seen his descent n the
rflecton of 1 fames, o i an ook i i ht i, deze,shoced,nrsd Vih paina roken

s kind p ] threat. .
along with the Tooking for him ~
his slow parachute descent had been seen by many - iends and foes alike.




He remained with his kind Dutch protectors for two nighs, under thei cover. But 00 many people knew

‘about him already —news had travelied fastin the community and he was the object of reat curiosity.

When a ot was put ot by e Gamane on 3 Mar fo 1 et hata rvard o 00 guiders s oo
to mber, things

were geting hot.

The However, the
resourceful Dutchmen matched their tories when the Germans made the mistake of pufing lhemsﬂ into the
‘same cell, and 5o they were able to vigorously profest thei innocence, despie threats of vioken
It sl loft open as to the whereabouts of the valuable parachute ... being first buried i a snowarit ator
point and then later passed around the famies, as the sik made highly desirable blouses and underwear:
“The parachute even had its very own moment of gory, in that a poster was displayed warning that anyor
who was in possession of any part ofthe crashed piane must, n his own interests - as wel as the nferests.
fhe poplationhand  verothe Couny Ple.Espaciilythose i possessionof e parachite,
Wwho were severely warned of the consequences of not handing t o
1 don't yet know whether or not it was eventually handed over to the German authorites, but as I'm planning
to.go to this area of Holland later this year [1| be on the look-ou for a preponderance of sk blouses and
undenvear being worn by th
ERT L S D S E T G
hosts, who were rsking their ves in protectin

eeliese g el i e/ s e 3l kool s Am e ks o
state of shack

e

in provided a reason for their

immediate release.

Daduas b oo teweyaasan o i of vt ool canps Pl (Sagan, 1942
1 precertiy Linuania on ermany

{Fa]hngbuslel, 194445, for roughly a year in each camp.

His final camp, Falingbostel, was liberated by the British Army on 16 Aprl 1945 and he retumed to England
‘on 21 April afer a short stay in hospital, sick and having lost considerable weight. 'm told he weighed under
7 stone, with legs as thin as my wrists (show). Aged aimost four, | was introduced to a new man in my ife -
my fatner!

Ioae i poseaseof s Pl o book o st a o s, T socamged
me o look further and to learn about rdly s
those who returmed home to the austere post war ife and rahomngm et gy Ty potes
themsalves together and got on with it hardly missing 2

ot e book hesld e o Ko himbelerend o possly koo myselt and even my fmdya e it
- whict

Deyspeolwe 65 years later, are now hardly believabe
wellas.

toman
my quest, less than four weeks ag gt it ane ofDads e i s camps

S Lot 1 Skt southwostFland - v comp o

{her s e a6 Wooden Horse secape 0 642, when Dt s

there, as wel as the Great Escape in 1944, after he had already been

transported to the Heydekrug Stalag Luft VI camp in east Prussia (now

Lithuania), i the north sast, along with two thousand other NCI

Sagan wssssothe camp fom whre thenfmous Long March took
' prisoners, in thei sick and starving states, wer
miles under armed guard in January 1945 out o
‘Spremberg railway station, with minimal provisions of cold-
weather clthing, and with food and sheler foraged along the way.
“This was my firstdisturbing view of Sagan, which sent shivers down my
‘spine as this would have been a very familar sight o my father.

Thisis what was known as a ‘Goon box to the ‘kriegies’, as the.
prisoners of war caled themseives (kreg being German for wer', as in‘Bitzrieg)

occ Dol e




riegie iy lost their Ives during
I esresto a5 v of e, sarvaon,Roresimert,prysc dsoase e mental nese

up meant ‘watch out, guard

o e e e fs

the camp perimeter fence.

Amed guards Wi ssach's wee sistoned 2 hur  day i each guard over, o piscnrs

wiarmed that anyone stepping over the warming fence, ino the no-man's and area between it and the main
Petmetr fenem weul b ot on Sigh (s 4 happen on more than one oocaso).

xperienced first hand the Jy cold conditons of with frozen snow

and rock-hard lethal e on the ground.

The prsonrs starvaton alos, thfl overcowcing (vih doubl of avn il b b, it 12

g3p et h overpresent guards wih e savago dogs, e tic Gl Al (1ol el on e
o ground, & o kg o

County, it one see the oved ones, would have v ham chalnges hat we wil never expei

(Foryou 2o varisover -y, he
— was far from gooc Thei flure vias uncertain
i s oy e ot ey o veroe
oma and thel lovecones again. They were n a complete
vacuum, a recognised psychological torure i tsel.

Disproportonately harsh purishmens viere ished out or |

tneleast ransgrssion. Smoking,chting or reading o
el cold ol slfarycoiiemant for

ot e o o ot i f b

and water.

You can see thatthis cartoon was drawn in my Dad's log

ok by R L Betsn August 1984, which youi have b
2 warm fime of year n Lithuania, shorty before

Pomendous rai joumey in a e tuck o i ast main

camp, Falingbostel, in Germany.

This is but one tiresome incident from one of the Appsis ‘b M e T h‘.* wr

e vy ot o e o el S
languages! That of the sy s L
e e anﬂ mel (leplayed by Dad,one of o senior NGOs and
Remaxators by now, conseas f stk and rsponeioiio,ahest o, butons and snoss pofshed. |

think you wil see these afrbutes appear in his handwiting samples to corme.

to come at end of 1944, wh g from
bad to worse for the kiegies.

Heroie i o tho meagre Adltons felesproviied i e open
air and i the mu, f
whic Dad wan il Ibereed nAp

Wihoutwerring one ay,ging (o ADklonsat 6 25am.perhaps o st
the queve, but fatally he was five minutes oo early.

101945 Germany could o onger sussin e batrng fom h Ak

n civilan targes in cities such
Shogely ratied baan ot byonse neord to e
propaganda. This resulted in yet more abuse and ttack whenever the.
‘opportunity presented.

Ihen viewing samples of my father's handwitng, these menal,
mofonal andphyscldepristonsar pat o et he wee

e Sk fa 1) s G o o S Hence they
had to be subjected to delousing’ showers on a regular bast




PoW camp have andsol
his parents.

This leter is writen in penci fo hs parents, when h

would have been at Sagan. Pencl was the order of the  Kriegsgeiangencalager
day for most kriegies but those in administration were ="

allowed fountain pens, as was my father next year at

Heydekrug camp.

In.pens and att matrials could becbianed.but

3 Geman oty Card
inbelevany hand da

This s stll ecognisably the same script, but the ension
iratha st hav ol s causeth g o draw .

He was always
EQ

aware of his and take what came

V""

The photograph was taken with a camera that had been smuggled in by a bribed German

' (when passed
e T
e else — sometimes
over paid, over sexed and over
here? was the cry from the Brits who found itimpossible to compete.
Sometimes it was  wife who wrot this kind of etter ... causing devastation to a kisgle who.
wias already in despar

Back to Dad's PoW log book

We have aleacyseen two dravingsfom Dad's PoY g bok,f s escap o te Wiy
and the Appel

e two more, cerlainly crawn by i

were carefully observed and execued, as seen.

Here is his impression of the 30-seater latrnes,
which were consiructed over an open cesspit which
weekly basis by a man with @
ihervise known as the honey
r smels and fly infestations.
i sl ralonges

“Everything communal ‘provided yet ancther
opportunity o exchange gossip and pleasantries
and to perhaps remind each other that it wil all be
over by Christmas'

Inthe cvercrowded i, vy was at e -
S0 that even a spellin soltary n the cooler had its
charma; ou can magine 14 roiselevels, the i
heavy with cigarette smoke and smells, of a hut
crammed with 72 men Iving cheek by jowl.




Here is his ilustration of Dad's bunk bed,
conveniently near the heaer, a privilege 25 he

senior NGO Adminsirator, a Warrant Offcer, now wih
his own fountain pen. His comer is neatly organised
and neatly drawn. | feel his bunk was the lower one.

And hre i i log bookin scrp book made, wih mermorabil from

e i e, s lles s T, ol o
parcais sen from home and a §

recing o e foades o i Dy Wl e ol ot

newspaper, reminding him he was not forgotten.

n 8K K picoste sty ode
ing up with my Mum in the farm

Of course Dad's entries when i diary
mode are central to our interest today

B e i e e

ook at his handwiiting as @ kriegie, at

i
e ages o 2010 32. Ho was right handed nym“;y

Da's autograph in another kriegies’ log book, that of Pilot Officer
Wally Layne,  found thisltle gem on the interne last year, posted by his.
son David.

His wriing is less tens than the previous sample and he's abl fo usa ink
which apparently as the guy in charge was an extra priviege. It helps the
sotttobe smoother, bt ther i il e discir hat s surly het ot

o0 Govetiing hatcomes hradg 8 s s sty ccfocive, EQ.

The final days of 1945

The sampl n il g book vas it vhen nHeydekrug, i appier

“This next sample s dated February 1845, when Dad would have been 31
years oid, weary and undermourished after three long years of
imprisonment

He vould have been n Fallngbost, in Germany, at this time, when
conitons for the kriegies were geting tougher with each day. The end of
e mormch ottt oo i s gl y
e Alles were advancing by day an o~
v,
al diroions. Tregoveswre o Tha e In g,
e oty o st weatfio s Bitenly ot o o o fon Keblsncoch,
codest viners n Erope in e e ot ousg Shie-
minus 20 cegre

Ausenfity €




that he remained of ailthe

his personaiy styleis through his war and apparenty
adstt m mvman o, Hom: o e ok st s ebos must have boen a pt Kot
inside othe war. experiences. His
syt et 1 0k mare vr Il about i o at . EQ

Defeatis in the aif, but

Cross parcels were the -
vital lfelne.

Anote of macabre humour or the log book, sad and
poignani

The men were starving, food was scarce and desperate
measures were sometimes taken

i senseof umour came rough when o had s reason
{olet it and automatically the writing has a sofe

urpose and subsequent action, rather than
through his feelings. EQ.

In 1945 t
fnally scenwdesve An infamus plan was already under consideration wma'chomme TR

armed guard to the north German coast, o be loaded on to ships — with the threat that they would be
Scuppored, shoud negotistions fa.




e priscners wer frnatly unavarsof i lan, bt n e <reos f A 945 many wer il marche
ing m ral days and nights iopen barms, scrounging of
ain o Falingbostel, which was by then in a
T e e s
i whire B oo ot atacka o Soogi b of Mision comman Ty
anary. Foanly 1 o supiam uosd otey S0 aven rtve e Kot b B 1
ko sk, s weeks away Tom e and of e var

AMI 6. He /M Adwe Apecsil  This example is one of the first where I can
1y #o% et 4 ) warch.  dotect a s of urgency eced with perie, I
. ? i s i 1 ors i b e
& e & %y Lol al, unknown. Silhe tanging, it space at &
say A remiam,
p /(,u Uity gros Mt
% 4 ,; i, L B
WL sl podl v
a1 /‘,4 i

o oo ks

TR
/’511«7

A 4
/« 7’

Witen i 3 sat o shoc of realstion ht e war was over ~

i1 day hehad valed or reo lon yaas ad fnallycame.
Bithe caies n peeing po

What would his family at home be like? It could be that

freedom has s own {errors after having come to terms that

freedom was no longer an option over such a long period of

time,

Itisimportant o realso that men would have becs
insiuonalsed by he lieso and woud nd i it o
adapt o famlly . Ho would have had dificuty n adjusting o (rued 2
roedom and the unexpected. EQ /\‘ﬁ e /6(
In Da's case he had o be caried back again on Doclor's
crdars, bong o onger abi o walk, ot sone march My Dad

s lucky. For some, this march was the final straw — they e — Ly

il s By e e v el
In exacty the same way that e went on pasing the potatoes
onT6pel 134 rumed s caroer 1 i A ot s
familyand loved anes and so | fnall gotto know my father. And 5o my two brothers were bom n 1948 and
1047 rspecively . ust s ne had pracicted o i athr In s Jtierhome fom RAF Leaming e yoars
a0

leedd, Kelf
ferketly Kally
&

Dad's prediction of 1941

s ;uﬁu

o el feta ,bwuiﬁ




Post script

Torefer to g the bomber's Dad gave me the brisfest
e lm:l ihe bomber was shot down over Holland {hat e estor th crew were
Kiled ' Dutch

indications. was a krlegi. sl never
ventured beyond what wes comortable

Oy st year, tanks to O

Theo Boiten o Duch acacemic 4474 foumneed Andl SLUL 2l J g Lo

and WW2 researcher and .

;z e

2 W2 memorabila collcior |

came into possession of an M" MM

estounding et handiten ¢

iy *“wéé 'wéwi 45 2o

‘This letter was written by my gy W
e pareis o

he Whitey's ot Lt 60 and

WC"»M

e a8 s
Trailie 27 Con awm_é( beloey 4o

‘Mv««/u /Akma/«.aéé,
el

/ /Me AT m@/
s ; mg M [auf
e st mintes f el hero cight w L MM

What exacty happened on
the night of 27 February 1942 Ju/\bi/ s

Toloteryas wite en o A
peacetime England, continuing &, M “‘
vith his caeer n the RAF. 7’ sy ,/M Ze
ey § ubelolge wds, ! 44 4664, by izl —
ey uiccontd Loy fus pollig bub Lo bt of la /Kwe
S5 Lt o oo

erasting comioences

Itwas invaluable to about the crash in
Holland I've been able to share with you today.

The writing flows well, but the verticals ssern to stand out. He was doing his duty and we can tel fom the
to ensure that the parents of

this man were given the Information to which they wers entiled. EQ.
Conciusion Undveryrecenty hardyknew g about i partof myfther fe, Tis patyear been
an excting rollr-coaser jourey of discover

toknow so much | never knew, 25 years after his passing.

9 the
friends in Holland later his year.
1 dedicate this presentation f those 55,573 who lost thir lives in RAF
Bomber Command and particularly the four crew of my father's Whitley
bomber, shot o ey in e Fresiand rea of Nerth Hollne.
Bomber Command Memorial

*Graphological comments by Elaine Qui
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